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SUBJECT: REACTION TO EMERGENCY MEASURES 

1. ROK PRESS JANUARY 9 HAS HEADLINED PRESIDNET 
PARK'S EMERGENCY MEASURES. TEXTS OF MEASURES AND 
PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL STATEMENT HAVE APPEARED ON 
FRONT PAGES, ALONG WITH PARAPHRASING OF PARK’S 
RATIONALE IN SUPPORT OF HIS ACTION. PRESS ALSO 

HAS REPORTED PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS TO 
COURTS-MARTIAL AND MEASURES BEING TAKEN BY POLICE 
TO DETECT VIOLATORS OF THE EMERGENCY MEASURES. 

2. AFTERNOON PAPERS CARRY COMMENTS OF STATE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN IN WASHINGTON. (SEPTEL) 

3. WHILE ALL MEDIA HAVE GIVEN MASSIVE ATTENTION 
TO THE MEASURES, TREATMENT HAS BEEN UNIVERSALLY 
CAUTIOUS AND STERILE. ONLY ANALYSES OFFERED HAVE 
ADHERED CLOSELY TO THE PRESIDENT'S OWN STATEMENT. 

SO FAR NO OTHER POLITICAL COMMENTING HAS APPEARED 
OUTSIDE OF PREDICTABLE SEOUL SINMUN EDITORIAL. 

4. MEDIA REPORTED INSTANT ENDORSEMENT BY DRP 
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SUPPORT FOR THE PRESIDENT AND CALLED HIS ACTION 
NECESSARY AND INEVITABLE. SILENCE OF 
OPPOSITION WAS BROKEN IANUARY 9 BY NDP AND DUP 
CALL FOR IMMEDIATE OPENING OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
NDP SPOKESMAN ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT HIS PARTY WILL 
CONTINUE TO WORK FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, ACCORDING TO RADIO 
REPORT. NO REFERENCE WAS MADE TO CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORM. 

5. COMMENT:. FOR PRESENT PRESS IS INTERPRETING 
EMERGENCY MEASURES AS PROHIBITING 
EVERYTHING BUT BARE FACTUAL REPORTING EVEN OF 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN 
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION. SENIOR POLICE 
OFFICER HAS INDICATED TO US THAT SPECIFIC 
GUIDELINES ON HANDLING OF PRESS HAVE NOT YET 
BEEN DISSEMINATED. HOWEVER, INITIAL 
INDICATIONS ARE THAT ENFORCEMENT WILL BE FIRM. 
GIVEN THIS AND BROAD SCOPE OF EMERGENCY 
MEASURES, PRESS CAUTION IS UNDERSTANDABLE AND 
PRUDENT. 

ERICSON 
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